This first edition textbook was published by Oxford University Press in 2015. The contributing authors were predominantly European and North American but, of note, there was significant Australasian input in the area of liver transplantation and monitoring.
The book starts with the history, ethics, basic science and legal framework of organ transplantation. It then moves on to chapters covering the perioperative management of specific organ transplants and concludes with a series of chapters on special topics such as transfusion, monitoring and equipment.
The opening history chapter gives a really interesting background. It describes how in the 1960s advances in ventilation and ICUs dovetailed with the need for organs to produce the clinical concept of brain death. However, early surgical failures in heart transplantation in the year following the famous first heart transplant in 1967 lead to public distrust in brain death. It wasn't until the 1980s that brain death legislation became widespread, and in the 1990s clinical transplantation took off.
In the ethics chapters, I was surprised to read that an author argued in favour of legalising organ sales (especially kidneys). Their principal argument was that it would reduce the suffering caused by the illegal trade in organs, which is widespread in many countries despite the World Health Organization's ban.
The book then moves on to chapters on specific organ transplants. For example, the chapters on heart and lung transplantation provide a good overview of the procedures and recipients. There is general advice on the anaesthetic and ICU management without being overly didactic. I felt this approach was very reasonable given the considerable variation in practice from one centre to another.
The final series of chapters includes a useful chapter on transfusion for transplantation and chapters on coagulation and monitoring that were particularly relevant to liver transplantation.
Book reviews
The book can be purchased online for around $250-$300. The purchase price, includes 12 months access to an online version with a mobile-friendly platform. Given the purchase price, a longer (an perhaps even indefinite) period of access would be welcome. The book is well written and comprehensive but the price may limit its appeal to individuals. It would be a welcome addition to anaesthetic departments with a significant transplant program, where trainees and consultants alike could access the worthy material.
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